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The Belleville Public Library has the distinction of being one of the
oldest libraries in the State of Illinois. Founded in 1836 at the home of a
German immigrant, the library began when Dr. Schott and his fellow scholars
met in his parlor and combined their books. Today, that small collection of 93
volumes has grown to over 139,000 books and other materials and is housed on
Washington Street in the heart of Belleville, Illinois.

Though the library’s location and collection have changed throughout
the years, the Belleville Public Library’s purpose has remained the same - to serve

those in search of learning resources, information services, and community
spirit. In 2011, the library’s dedication to the community is even more important
as the ways people access information continue to evolve. Dr. Schott would be
stunned to realize that his small collection has multiplied many times over and

that we can now reach more people through the use of the Internet. We now
Dr. Anton Schott welcome visitors to www.bellevillepubliclibrary.org from all over the state, the
nation, and the world.
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